
 
 
 
 
1/13/2021 
 
The Honorable Mike Parson   
Governor  
PO Box 720 
Jefferson City, MO, 65102 
 
 
Dear Governor Parson, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the American College of Gastroenterology and appreciate your 
leadership in helping our state get through these unprecedented times.  I serve as the ACG 
representative for Missouri and urge you to explore all the resources you have to ensure that 
more front-line healthcare providers have access to COVID-19 vaccinations. This includes 
independent healthcare practices and freestanding ambulatory surgical centers in our 
state.  Many colleagues and staff are still unable to access the first dosage of approved vaccines 
despite seeing patients every day and putting themselves at risk for our community.  As our 
public health officials are looking towards the next group of residents to vaccinate, I urge caution 
as we are still experiencing a significant problem obtaining access for the initial group of 
recommended vaccinations—frontline healthcare providers and staff.  Our state has experienced 
another surge in COVID-19 cases, hospitalization, and deaths. We must do everything possible 
to keep our healthcare practices safe for our overworked staff and open for our community. We 
are still treating patients with gastrointestinal diseases and performing endoscopic procedures 
that directly expose our practices and staff, as COVID-19 has been shown to be alive in 
respiratory and gastrointestinal secretions. Independent providers and staff continue to serve 
patients and help to preserve hospital capacity. Unfortunately, reports continue to demonstrate 
that vaccine distribution to date has been inefficient outside of large academic institutions and 
health care systems.   

I understand from the Missouri State Medical Association communications that they are 
collaborating with the Missouri National Guard to make vaccines available to independent and 
small physician practices and their staff, and I applaud this effort.  

I am also urging you to consider patients with multiple comorbidities, those who have received 
organ transplants, and patients with complex gastrointestinal diseases as a “high-risk” population 
for COVID-19, and therefore, a high priority for COVID-19 vaccinations in the general 
population. Such patients would include those on biologic agents or immunosuppressants for 
inflammatory bowel disease and those with cirrhosis. 
 
I thank you in advance for your consideration. Feel free to reach out to me for any clarification or 
assistance.   
 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF GASTROENTEROLOGY 
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Respectfully, 
 
Dayna S. Early, MD, FACG 
ACG Governor for Missouri 
 


