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August 6, 2021 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi      The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker        Minority Leader   
United States House of Representatives    United States House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer                 The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
Majority Leader        Minority Leader  
United States Senate      United States Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader 
McConnell: 
 
On behalf of the American College of Gastroenterology (ACG), I write to thank you for your 
continued efforts to protect Medicare beneficiary access to care during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Particularly, we reiterate our appreciation for extending the moratorium on Medicare 
sequestration through December 31, 2021and for stabilizing Medicare physician reimbursement 
through a 3.75 percent increase to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS) Conversion 
Factor (CF). By averting a nearly 6 percent reduction in MPFS reimbursement, your actions 
protected providers still suffering from the financial impact of the pandemic and ensured that 
patients could safely return to see their doctors for needed care. 
 
As you know, many patients missed or were unable to obtain important preventive care, such as 
lifesaving colorectal cancer screenings. The significant and concerning declines in routine cancer 
screening, including colorectal screening, are well documented. For example, one study1 found a 
decrease in cancer screenings, including colonoscopies, ranging from 60 percent to 82 percent, 
with the decrease in cancer diagnoses ranging from 19 percent to 78 percent. In addition, the 
effects of COVID-19 on screening and treatment have been estimated to result in 10,000 
additional deaths due to breast and colorectal cancers.2  
 
Unfortunately, the provider community again faces a significant, automatic reduction in 
reimbursement beginning on January 1, 2022. Under current law, the two percent Medicare 
sequester is slated to return.  Also, as the 3.75 percent CF increase will expire on December 31, 
2021, we hoped that the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) would develop an 
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Medicine. Published online June 30, 2021.  

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF GASTROENTEROLOGY 
6400 Goldsboro Road, Suite 200, Bethesda, Maryland 20817-5842 

P: 301-263-9000; F: 301-263-9025; Website: gi.org 



2 

administrative solution to these impending cuts.  Unfortunately, in a recently published proposed 
rule governing the MPFS, the agency simply acknowledges that the CF will be reduced by 3.75 
percent, in addition to other budget neutrality adjustments that have wide-ranging effects on 
multiple specialties.  
 
As ACG members continue to prevent colorectal cancer and treat patients with chronic 
gastrointestinal conditions, we also continue to experience the financial strain of the COVID-19 
pandemic. An additional 5.75 percent reduction beginning on January 1, 2022 will exacerbate the 
existing crisis.  
 
In order to provide stability, maintain access, and ensure we do not face a cancer crisis on the heels 
of COVID-19, we urge you to take swift action to again extend the moratorium on the Medicare 
sequestration and to provide much needed funding relief to the MPFS so that providers do not face 
an automatic 5.75 percent reimbursement reduction in 2022.  
 
Thank you again for your leadership and advancing these important policies last year. We hope 
that you will demonstrate your continued commitment to protecting access to care and to 
protecting health care providers from extreme cuts. We look forward to continuing to work with 
you so we can continue to provide high quality healthcare throughout the pandemic.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Brad Conway, Vice President of Public Policy, 
Coverage & Reimbursement, at BConway@gi.org or 301.263.9000.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David A. Greenwald, MD, FACG 
President 
American College of Gastroenterology 
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