
 

ACG 2020 National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month Media Outreach 

BACKGROUND, KEY MESSAGES & TALKING POINTS  
The following information is offered to help you address key issues in colorectal cancer screening for media 
interviews during March.    
 
Basic Call-to-Action about the lifesaving potential of colorectal cancer screening remains a permanent priority for 
ACG. Here are some key talking points: 
 

• Colorectal cancer, second only to lung cancer as the leading cause of cancer deaths in the United States, 
affects men and women equally. Yet few Americans know that colorectal cancer can be prevented—not 
just detected—through colonoscopy.  

 
• Colorectal cancer arises from pre-cancerous growths or polyps that grow in the colon. When detected 

early, polyps can be removed, halting their progression to colorectal cancer. While early detection of any 
cancer is important, prevention is powerful. 

 
• Many people don’t realize that this second-leading cancer killer is highly preventable. Unlike other cancer 

screenings which can only detect a problem, colorectal cancer screening with colonoscopy can prevent 
colorectal cancer by removing precancerous polyps during the exam. 

 
• Under-use of proven screening tests—especially among Medicare beneficiaries: 1 in 3 adults—almost 23 

million Americans between 50 and 75 years old—is not getting tested for colorectal cancer as 
recommended. 

 
• According to the American Cancer Society, the colon cancer death rate in this country could be cut in half 

if Americans simply followed recommended screening guidelines. This year, more than 53,000 people are 
expected to die of colorectal cancer in the United States. 

 
• The digestive health specialists from the American College of Gastroenterology urge you to be screened for 

colorectal cancer. We have dedicated ourselves to the remarkable effectiveness and safety of colonoscopy 
in the hands of trained and skilled colonoscopists.  

 
• Talk to your doctor about the screening test that is right for you. ACG’s official 2009 screening guidelines 

distinguish between tests that prevent colorectal cancer and tests that detect colorectal cancer. The 
American College of Gastroenterology recommends colonoscopy as the preferred cancer prevention 
strategy.  

 
• African Americans are likely to be diagnosed with colorectal cancer at younger ages than whites, and they 

experience decreased survival compared with whites. The College recommends that African Americans 
begin colorectal cancer screening at age 45, rather than at age 50 for average-risk patients.  



 
FREE RESOURCES FOR YOUR CLINIC, ASC, HEALTH FAIR, OR COMMUNITY EVENT 

 
“Why take chances?” an infographic that illustrates in powerful, easy-to-understand images 
the risks of colon cancer and the impact of getting screened. The gambling/gaming theme 
that suggests the high stakes of not getting screened for colorectal cancer and reminds 
consumers to not “take a gamble” on their health. Download Infographic  
 
The college developed a second infographic “How the 
Other Half Lives,” which features a statistic with photo 
about mortality reduction from CRC screening. This 
concept was built on an important statistic from the 
American Cancer Society: Of the 53,000 people 
expected to die of colon cancer in 2020, screening (or 

use of early detection tests) could have saved more than half of them. 
Download Infographic 

ACG’s CRC Prevention Campaign “Take the Quiz. Get the Test” focuses on the importance of 
prevention in the fight against colorectal cancer and asks the question, “What common 
cancer can you prevent through screening?” and includes a general 
call-to-action on colorectal cancer screening and prevention. Share a 
digital animation on your practice website or send by email 
Download Poster    Watch or Download Animation    

A fact sheet for patients is available to share. Download Fact Sheet 

SLIDES FOR PATIENT EDUCATION  “Understanding Colorectal Cancer” A 50-slide 
PowerPoint presentation based on ACG Colorectal Cancer Screening guidelines featuring 
important information on screening options. The presentation covers guideline 
recommendations for average-risk patients, as well as African Americans starting screening at age 45. The slide set 
features many of ACG’s CRC messages and info to empower patients to overcome obstacles to screening. Download the 
Patient Education Slides 

COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS GRAPHICS  Download ACG’s CRC Prevention Graphics for your social media 
outreach or patient education. Download CRC Graphics 

 

 

 

 

  

FLYERS   

       Download Flyers 

file://acgfs1/common/FILES/ACG/Committees/P.R/2020/CRC%20Month/gi%20org%20updates%20graphics%20and%20copy/ACG20_WhyTakeChances_Infographic_flyer8.5x11.pdf
file://acgfs1/common/FILES/ACG/Committees/P.R/2020/CRC%20Month/gi%20org%20updates%20graphics%20and%20copy/ACG20_WhyTakeChances_Infographic_flyer8.5x11.pdf
https://webfiles.gi.org/images/CRC-Images/ACG14_OtherHalf_Infographic_web.jpg
https://webfiles.gi.org/images/CRC-Images/ACG14_OtherHalf_Infographic_web.jpg
https://webfiles.gi.org/images/CRC-Images/ACG14_OtherHalf_Infographic_web.jpg
https://webfiles.gi.org/images/CRC-Images/ACGColorectalCancerAwarenessPoster.pdf
https://webfiles.gi.org/images/CRC-Images/take_the_quiz_gif.gif
http://gi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/ACG_CRC_Awareness_Info_Sheet.pdf
https://s3.gi.org/ACG-Colorectal-Cancer-Prevention-Slides-for-Patients-FIN.pptx
https://s3.gi.org/ACG-Colorectal-Cancer-Prevention-Slides-for-Patients-FIN.pptx
http://gi.org/acg-institute/colorectal-cancer-awareness/2015crc/acg-colorectal-cancer-awareness-infographics/
https://webfiles.gi.org/links/education/educating_colleagues_crc_toolkit/crc_womeningi_flyer_womenandmen_2019.pdf

